that it was of enormous size and accord-
ing to Miss G. L. Bell, it is 240 x 157-6
meters inside the walls. At each angle
there are huge circular towers and along
the walls are semi-circular towers at
regular intervals. The mud and timber
roof was supported on brick piers in the
form of irregular octagons with square
bases. Each of these piers had four
marble shafts built in three sections joined
with metal dowels. These shafts were
surmounted by small and delicate bell-
shaped capitals. The outer walls of the
mosque were made of bricks. Instead
of the mihrab, the qibla-wall had three
arched doorways and a range of windows
with cusped heads. This type of window
also occurs in the Mosque of Ibn Tulun at
Cairo. It is rather difficult to give any
reason for the innovation of the three
doorways in the qibla-wall, for they are
bound to disturb concentration during
the " nimaz ", thus rendering the prayer
"rnakrukh" or ineffective. The liwan
had ten rows of columns while the other

76